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TO TAE 


Right Worſhipful 


for FREEMAN Eſq; Mayor: 


| THE 
| Juſtices, Sheriffs, and Aldermen, 
ND LOOP ID WE” 


Cay of NORWICH. 


-GunTLIMES 
\HE beſt, and only Defence I can 
maße, for the Publiſhing this 
. Diſcourſe, is Obedience ta jour 
Na and the Uſefulneſs of the Sub= 
5 at all times, but nom more eſpeci- 
For whoever: looks apon the un 


1 Diuiſians nom reigning among us, 
the fatal Influences they are like to 


have upon our Church and State; will 
J hope be inclin d, to pardon the ill. 
eke F a: $ bj, et, which © was 


- C . 4 


. choſen on purpoſe, to lend a helping hand 
to the preventing of them, T his I hope 
will be thought, as really it was, my 
only defien, to prove which, I have in 
the whole Diſcourſe, govern'd n fer 
by that Spirit of Chriſtian Charity ,whic 
I fo heartily recommend to others ; and 
if this can be any ways 7 red by it, 
in convincing” any, of. the *Unlawfulneſs 
of $ walks I. Church, 25 
abating the Heats and Animoſties of 
both. ſides, which are a Scandal. to our 
Holy Religion, I ſhall bleſs Almighty p 
God, for being 1 Inſirinem, tho but 
a weak one, of ſo great and publick 4 


Good, 


I am, with all Refpet 
a pour oft Fah, 
| Fan. 22. A \ EC {> #4 4.2 As IAN e f . | 


I 703 0 5 2 ; | 4 «* % Ca a N \ AM | ö 5 9 2 Wy 4 eo * 12 
. ; . - and moſt Oblig' d Servant 
by a | 174 N 18 =” . 


; k A ' by 
« » * 53 3 1 nnn 9389 - "yy 4» 
* os 
e 1 * * * * 
bi 4 - L, 
. * 1 * % 0 8 © 8. 4 1 
PP A TEN - CLAYTON. 
C * | . of 
* g 


— — 


* 8 


se- wN ———— — — 
N | | 
Vain 2:13 an bn 97 


2510 L 2% 1 Di 


9 of Wozhip 


inet Recommended. 


r 


— ed Aae ee 8 2 bk a M44 *” LO ——_— — 
— 4 
- 


Romans 12. 4, 5 


For as we have many Members in one 
Body. And all — have not 
the ſame Office ; ſo we being many 
are one Body in Chriſt, and every 
one Members one of another. 


— Es E Words are part * that Portion of 
Scripture, which our Church has thought 
. fit to appoint for the Epilile for this Day: 
Moſt wiſely conſidering, that this being the 
time Wherein we Commemorate the coming in of 
the Gentiles, that they ſhould be fellow Heirs, and 


of the ſame Body, and partakers of God's -Promiſe 


in Chriſt by the Goſpel ; There could not be any Ad- 
vide more effectual, to the Ends, and Inſtitution of 
this Church, then what is contained in them. For 
when the nature of the Church was thus defin'd, to 
extend to all the World, both Jews and Gentiles : It 
ſeem d neceſſary there ſhould be ſome Rules and Ob- 

+ ligations 
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ligations laid down, to preſerve and keep the the Unity 
of the Catholick Fan * And tho oy RD 
- of the Text,- ma in their primary Senſe 

concern thoſe who-.were dedichted by their Oſſice, 
to the more immediate Service of the Church: Yet 
if we look into the following Directions of the Chap- 
ter, we ſhall find that they take in the Carriage, 
and Behaviour of all Chriſtians in general. And 


this muſt needs follow in the reaſon of the Thing, 


that as the Body of the Church, is compos d of al! 


its Members, lo all the particular Members, are con- 
cern d for the Peace and Unity of. it. For as me have 
many Members in one Body, and al Members thave 
nt the fame Office : So we being many are 
Bod) in Chriſt, aud erg pug Members one of 
ther, 

What a happy State and Condition ſhould: we be 
in, and how amiable would the Goſpel. and the Chri- 


ſtian Religion appear in the World; had but Men a a 


due conſideration of, and regard to what the A 

poſtle ſo earneſtly adviſes in the Text: And to #his 

end a little before it, that we would not be'conformed 
to this World, that is, ſo eagerly purſue our Tem- 
poral Intereſt, and Secular Power; as to break the 


all the good effects, which the Chriſtian Religion was 
to have upon the Minds-of Men 

Now to Eſtabliſh thoſe who are in the entire 
Communion of our Church, and to ſhow the Miſ- 
chief, and Unlawfulneſs, of a Partial, or Total ſepa- 
ration from it ; ſhall be the buſineſs of my enſuing 
Diſcourſe. And as I ſhall always preſerve a'due Tem- 
per, and Chriſtian Charity, for thoſe. who fhall Dif 


ſent 


Peace and Unity of the Church, and to undermine 
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ſent from my Opinion ; So I may reaſonably hope 
the ſame from them. For as they who are with- 
out the Church, run a great hazard of their Salva- 
tion: So thoſe who are within, forfeit. all the Mer- 
. cies and Benefits of the Goſpel, when once they loſe 
their Love and Affection to their Brethren ; For the 
ſyme Text which tells us, we ought all to be Mem- 4 
bers of one Body, tells us alſo, that we ought to be 1 
Members one of another. | 
In order therefore to proceed on the Subject be- 
fore us, We may in the firſt place, lay down this as 
a plain and undeniable Propoſition from the Text, 
That Chriſt Jeſus came to build up a Church here oa 
Earth : which Church, tho' it was to conſiſt of many 7 
Members, yet. was it to be but one Body, trug! 
to himſelf. For ſo are the Words, that as we bave 


22 Members in one Body, ſo we being many are one 
Body in Chi. ** r 

. Which being made out, I ſhall in the ſecond place, 
endeavour to ſhow the high Obligations we have all 
of us, to preſerve the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
as far as poſſibly we are able, and is conſiſtent with 
the Standing Rules of Chriſtian Love and Charity. 
For we muſt always keep in mind, that we are Mem- 
bers one of another. . 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Thirdly and Laſtly, I ſhall beg leave to offer ſome 
Advice, (as my particular relation to the Service of 
God may Authorize) to Eſtabliſh thoſe who are in 
Unity of the Church, and to convince, and reduce 
thoſe who are guilty of the breach of it. 
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| And Firſt, We may lay down this as a plain, and 
. - undeniable Propoſition from the Text, That Chriſt 
5 jeſus came into the World, to plant a Church here, 

| . which tho” it was to conſiſt of many Members, yet 
ur was it to be but one Body, united to himſelf. For fo 
| are the Words, that as we have many Members . in one 
Body, ſo we being many are one Body in Chriſt.” To 

prove which, I ſhall not go back ſo far, as the An- 

tient Promiſes, made over to Abraham, in the Old 

Teſtament, that from his Loins a Meſſias ſhould ariſe, 


m 


| who ſhould ſet up a Church, for the Admiſſion of 
„ both Jews, and Gentiles into that Salvation, which 
i he was to purchaſe with his Blood: Neither ſhall 1 


mention thofe clear Predictions, and Diſcoveries of 

Chriſt's Church, or Spiritual Kingdom, fo frequently 

| ſpoken of by the Prophet I/aiah >, Tho thele are 
| very cotwincing Arguments. of the Harmony of the 
Gofpel; with' the Old Feftament, which :contain'd. 

28m the Types and Shadows of it, But I ſhall ſhow the 
Church's Charter from the Inſtitution of our Saviour 
Chriſt, who was the Son of God, and who brought 

the moſt Authentick Cregentials, of his being ſent 

John 16. 38. from Heg' en. * 7 came farth from the Father, and am 
John. 6. 38. che into the World. And again, I came down from 
| Heaven, not to do my own Will, but the Will of him 
that ſent me. Here we have Chriſt's Authority, derived 

from, the Fountaio of all Power. God tlie Father 

Let's hear then what our Bleſſed Lord, did, purſuant 

| to this Divine Commiſion, he preachd we find openly 
1 to the Jens, a great Multitade both of Men and Wo- 
. men, being conſtant followers of him: And that he 
| might lay à regular Foundation of that Church, he 
| wke 6 13, Was building up: We read that when it was Dey, be 
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talled to him his Diſcipies : and of them he choſe twelve, 
whom alſo he named: Apoſtles. Theſe were to be along 
with him in all his Miniſtry, to learn the Doctrines, 
and Precepts of that new Diſpenfation he came to 
make known to the World, and to be Eye-wiineſles 
of his Death, Paſſion, Reſurrection and Aſcention; 
and of his fulfilling thoſe things which were ſpoken 
of him in the Scriptures.. 14885 
And when Chriſt had thus made known his Fa- 
ther's Will, and perform'd the buſineſs he was ſent 
into the World for: When the Apoſtles were abun- 
dantly convinc'd: that Jeſus was the Chriſt, by the 
Miracſes they ſaw him Work; as appears by their 
Confeſſion: I ſay, when all theſe previous things were 
done, for the planting and ſetting up a Church; it John 6. 67, 
was then neceſſary, that ſome Perſons ſhould be legally 5, 69. 
Commiſſioned to make known, and to propagate to 
all the World, the glad tidings of the Goſpel, and 
ol that Salvation which: Chriſt had purchas'd for 
us. And this we find was done in a moſt Solemn, 
and particular manner; for after our Bleſſed Lord 
had paid the Price of our Redemption by his Blood, 
and according to the Covenant between him, and the 
Father, entituled himſelf to the Government of that 
Church, which he had planted: He then gave his Apo- 
ſtles an ample and large Commiſſion; as we may read: 
Then ſaid Jeſus, ſpeaking to his Apoſtles, Peace be un- John 20. 21, 
to you, as my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I on; 3 
and when be had ſaid this, he breathed on them, and 
faid uuto them, receive ye the Holy Ghoſt ; whoſoever 
Sins. ye. remit, they are remitted unto them: and who- 
ſoever Sins ye retain,. they are retained. This founds 
the Juriſdiction of the * and appoints * 
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19, 20. 
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Mat. 28. 18, 


— 


Luke 24: 49. 


bs Jeruſalem, until: ye 


* 


Aft 2. 1, 2. 


the Miniſters, and Governours of it, are to be ad. 
mitted to their reſpective Offices: And that is by 
a Legal Miſſion, for how ſhall they Preach except 
they be ſent? Which Authority of Preaching, is 
fully ſettled, and.conveyed by another grant: Au 
Jeſus came and ſpake wnto them, i. e. to the- Apoſtles, 
faying, All Power is given unto me, in | Heaven and 
in Earth, go ye therefore and Teach, or Diſciple al 
Nations ; Baptizing thew in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you, and Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the World. - Amen. RE 


— 


Thus ſar our Saviour went while he was here on 


Earth, in the ſetling of his Church; he gave his 
Apoſtles full Power, and Authority, to Preach the 
Goſpe]l ; and to appoint Succeſſors to them, for the 
Feeding, and Governing his Flock: Only reſtraining 
them from the Execution of their Office,” till the 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould: in a moſt plentiful 
manner be poured forth upon them; as appears 
by his laſt Words: _— behold I ſend abe Promiſe 

my Father upon you,” but tarry he in tbe City o 
1555 ye” be e 2 ane Fu <4 
TY. Loans lt Sp at 1 „ ee 
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Ad now the Holy Spirit, the third Perſon in 
the Bleſſed Trinity, was to finiſh, and compleat this 
Platform of a Church, which Chriſt had laid : And 
accordingly we read of thoſe extraordinary Gifts of 
the: Holy Gbolt, beſtowed u | 
Day of: Pentecoſt: For they nere all filled with" the 
Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with "other Tongues, 
63 the Spirit gave them utterante.” 1 


„ 
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ved And: 
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pon the Apoſtles on the 
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And when the Apoſtles were thus furniſhed with 
the Miraculous Aſſiſtances of the Bleſſed Spirit, 


they then diſpers d themſelves and enter'd upon the 


buſineſs they were ſent. about: Preachiog Jeſus, 
and the Reſurrection, convincin 
Gentiles, of the Truth of Chriſtianity, by Argu- 
ments and by Miracles. And in order to convey 
this Holy Religion to all ſucceeding Generations, 
they Ordained Biſhops and Elders, in all the Churches 
which they planted: Inſtances we have of this in 
Timathy, and Titus, the one Biſhop of Epheſus, the 
other of Crete. . 


And by this Regular, and Orderly way, was 


both Jews, and 


— 13 


on the Goſpel made known in the Apoſtle's times to 

his many and remote Countries; and the Church grew, 

the and flouriſh'd, both in the number and Prise of 

the .thoſe who came into the boſom of it. 

ng But netwithſtanding the Excellency of this Divine 

the Iaſtitution, the Devil was very buſie, and very 

ful early ſo, to raiſe up Men of corrupt Principles, and 

ars perverſe Tempers, to ſow Schiſms, and Diviſions in it: 

viſe Knowing that to be the moſt effectual way, to de- 

of feat the great Ends and Deſigns: of the Goſpel. The 

on Apoſtles were very ſenſible, and aware of this Stra- 

1 tagem; and theretore laid in all their Care againſt it: 

in St. Paul in a more efpecial manner, as we read, Nom Rom. 16. 7, 
this I beſetch you, Brethren, marſt them which cauſe Di- 8. 
und ens an Offener, contrary. to the Doctrine which 
s ol hehe lernen; and avoith them, For they nbat are 
the WW Sth, fer ve u dur Lore Jeſus (briſt, But their. o 


the Belliesg um by good) Words and fair Speeches de- 
Wes) ceive the Heartt of the: Simple. And in another 
Y place, I beſeech you Brethren, by: the! name of aur 
And: ies 2 1 Lord. 


* cus 


14 Unity of Worsnte 
© Lord Fefut Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame: thing, and 


; that there be no Diviſions among you; but that ye | per- 
| fecłly joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 
| 


ment. See with what earneſtneſs be diſſwades them 

\| 1 Cor. 1. to, from any kind of Separation. T beſeeth you Brethren, 

{ 11. and I beſerch you in the name of our Lord Jeſus: He 

1 would not uſe Expreſſions of this kind, if the Peace 

1 and Unity of the Church were 2 matter ol ſuch 

1 Indifferency , as ſome in our days would have it 
| thought to be. 

7 Such would do well to lay aſide all Prejudice, 

I | and cooly, and ſoberly, to read what the Apoſtle 

1 « cor. c further fays as to this point: There are diverſitics 

i of _ gifts, but the ſame Spirit e And there” are dif- 

| ferences of Adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord. But 

all theſe worketh that one and the ſelf ſame Spirit, 

for as the Body is one, and hath Members, and 

all the' Members of that one. Body, being many are 

one Body: So alſo is Chriſt. The whole” Chapter 

N is well worth our reading over and over again: Be- 

Fl cauſe it gives us, the moſt lively repreſentation. of 

Chriſt's Myſtical Body the Church, by the Alluſion 

to the Members of our natural Body. To name 

one place more, becauſe it expreſſes ſo fully the 

Unity of the Church: They are the Words of the 

ſame Apoſtle, he beſeeches them to endeavour to 

keep the Unity of the Spirit in 2 Bond of Peace. 

Ipbef 4. 3, For ſays he, There is one 7 * Spirit, even 

7251 14 48. pe are called in hope of your calling'; ene Lora, 

one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God, and Father of all; 

And he farther. tells us, Tha : Chriſt gave ſome" Apo- 
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files : and ſome Pro bets : and ſome Bvangel;fs r and 
you a and Teachers; fur the perfeFing of the 


Saints, 
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of the: Bea of Chriſt : till we all come in the Unity 
of the. Faith, and of the knowledge of the Sou of 
Wn God, unto a _perfett Man, unto the meaſure of the 
er Stature of the fulueſs of Chriſt, He allo lays before 
He us the good Effects of this Unity of the Church, 


hn (a alone, is enough to convince us of the rea- 
oh onableneſs, and even neceſſity of it) and that is, 
ber That we may be henceforth no more Children, toſſed 


to and fro, and carried about with every wind of Do» 


arine, by the Nleight of Men, and. cunning craftineſs, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 


they ſeparate. from that Church, which the Provi- 
dence of God has plac'd them in, and which they 
may Lawfull: hold Communion with... 

And thus I have endeavoured to ſhow that Chriſt 
Jeſus founded a Church here on Earth, and that this 
Church, by the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles who 
were inſpired, was but one Body united unto Chriſt, 
tho” | compos'd of many Members. And I have 
withal ſhown, how: watehful the Apoſtles were to 
ſuppreſs all manner of Schiſms and Diviſions, as 
they aroſe: in the Church, and to caution, thoſe under 
their Care; that they be very mindful of the Peace 
and Unity; eit: To mark thoſe Who cauſe Di- 
viſions qu it, and to avoid them. And for the proof 
of all this, I have canùſia d my ſelf to the Holy 
Scriptures, ſtom whence we muſt draw the Original 
of the Chriſtian. Inſtitution : And I. think nothing 
can be more plainly delivered there, then that as the 
church is but one Body unden Cliriſt, Jo Me i 
96 . 4. 


* 


* Saints, ſor che work of the Miniſtry, for the edicyirg 


And Men are juſtly given up to thoſe Deluſions 
before mention d, when out of Humour or Intereſt, 
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all make it our 


Church, as fat as 


care and concern, to * 
up as lar as we are” able the 1 ad Upity'"of 
it. W 630 0 
Which was wwe Kcond ching [ propos'd 0 ſpeak 
to; — to (how the high Obligations we: have 
all of us, to pleſetve the Peace and Unity of the 
poſſibly d ate able and is con- 
ſiſtent with the ſtanding Rules of Chriſtian! Love 
and Charity: For we muſt always ore” in mind. 


that we are Members one of another... 


' I, PRI 4 age deco, moe ces 
Fir. Becauſe boch an Union in 1 Church, 1 
eee commanded by Almighty God. 3 


"Secondly, Becauſe nothing does more en the 
good "and welfare of r han bor a an a U.: 
nion. 11 


And theſe I think are Condideritions ſulfcjent, to 
any-Perſon that duly weighs em, to engage All his 
endeavours to the (name, Lok ir. „ elt |. 

Firſt, it is the duty of all of us, a8 4 910 as | (bly 
we are able, to preſerve the Unity of the Church, 
becauſe it is expreſſy commanded by Almighty. God. 
There will be little occaſion to inſiſt here upon the 
proof of this, it being I thiak clearly enough made 


out, by what has been already ſaid about our Sa- 
viour's Inſtitution of a Church: And the account 
the Apoſtles have ſo plainly delivered, of the Unity, 
and entire — whicki there ouglit to be 3 
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1 all the Parts and Members of it. I ſhall only fun- 

f ther obſerve, that it was the main, I may ſay whole 
end and deſign, of our Bleſſed Lord's coming into e 
K the World, to procure Peace between God and 

e Man, and eſtabliſh it among one another; accord- 

8 ing to that A of the Holy Angels, at his 

* entrance upon Earth; Glory be to God on high, 

; on Earth Peace, good will towards Men. And 


this Peace and Love, did he ſet forward, both by 
his Precepts and Examples: He lived in a peace- 
able compliance to the Government, both Civil and 1 
Eccleſiaſtical; and tho he came to Inſtitute a new | 
| Religion, yet he lived in Conformity to the Jewiſh 

Church, under which he was born and bred up. 

And as he was a ſtri& obſerver of Peace and Unity 

himſelf, fo did he as expreſſy command it to his | 

_ Diſciples and Followers. And that fo weighty a | 
duty of his Religion, might haye a laſting Impreſ- 
ſion upon them; he bequeaths'ds the moſt valuable 

Legacy he could give them. Peace I leave with john 14. 2 

jon, my Peace I give unto you. And certainly no ö 
peace is more to be eſteem d, or more neceſſary | 
to a Chriſtian State, then the Peace of the Church. 

Which conſideration ſhould methinks affects us, with 
the Senſe of the higheſt Obligations, zo keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 

I know it is the Plea of thoſe who ſeparate from 
our Church, that as on the one hand they are 
bound to keep the Peace and Unity of the Church ; 
ſo on the other hand, they are equally oblig d, not 
to go againſt their Conſcience, -by holding Com- 
munion with that Church, where any thing Sinful 
or Unlawful is impoſed _ them. In as 
this. 
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this, we muſt grant, that did our Church oblige 
them to Subſeribe to any Doctrine, which is plainly 
contrary to the Word of God. Did ſhe. preſcribe 
any thing in her Worſhip which were Sinful > Were 
there any thing wanting either in the Preaching of 
God's Word, the Adminiſtration of- the Sacraments, 
the Profeſſion of the true Faith, or in the Exerciſe 
of Diſcipline, and Regular Admiſſion of Perſons in- 
to the Orders, and Offices of the Church : Were 
there I ſay a manifeſt Failure in theſe, or any Fun- 
damentals of the Chriſtian Religion : They would 
then have ſome good colour tor feparating from us; 
for upon ſome of theſe Reaſons it was, that we de- 

parted from the Church of Rome. But the Caſe 
of the Church of Englaud, has been ſo Learnedly, 
and clearly Vindicated from. any Imputations of 

this nature; that I think the moſt judicious of our 
Diſſenters now a Days, don't think fit to charge any 
of them upon us. And therefore if they cannot 
charge the Terms of our Communion, with being 
Sinful or Unlawful: I cannot ſee how they can 
excuſe themſelves, of being guilty of the breach of 
the Unity of the Church. This is I conſeſs a heavy 
charge, becauſe we find in the Scriptures a heavy 
puniſhment denounc'd againſt thoſe, who ſtand thus 
deſervedly accus d. | 


proc ps my ey» Wa > Fo. 


And becauſe ſome may think thoſe of our Church, 
partial to the Cauſe they have embrac'd, (though 
upon never ſo good Reaſon and ſound Principles) 
I ſhall therefore chuſe to give 1 the Senſe and 
Determination in this point, of one of the great- 
eſt, and moſt learned of the Reformers beyond the 
hs | e 
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Seas: And that is Mr. Calvin; what he fays as 
to this caſe, was ſpoken before the Platform of 
Diſcipline made by him at Geneva: I remark 
this, becauſe his Opinion may be look'd upon as 
more unprejudic'd, and ſo more to be relied up- 
on. His Words are to this purpoſe, where ſpeak- 


ing of the Nature and Conſtitution of the Church, 
he lays, 


We make theſe the true marks of a Church, Ivth Book of 
the Preaching of the Word and Adminiſtration 7 5:2. 
* of the Sacraments : . Wherever the Preaching of ' * © 
the Goſpel. is reverently heard, and the Sacra- 
ments are not neglected, there without doubt is 
* the true . appearance of a Church: To deſpiſe - 

* whoſe Authority, to reject wflole Admonitions 

and Councels, or to make light of thoſe Cen- 
'© ſures it ſhall inflict, no body muſt think, to do 
* unpuniſh'd, much leſs to fall off from it, 
© and to break its Unity: For ſo great ſtreſs 
does our Bleſſed Lord lay upon the Communion 
of the Church, that he looks upon him as an A- 
© 'poſtate from his Religion, that obſtinately ſeparates 
from that Church, where the Word of God and 
c 
N 
o 
c 
f 
5 
* 
c 


the Sacraments are duly Preach'd and Admini- 
ſtred. Aud further he goes on, The Miniſtry of 
the pure Word of God, and the right Diſpenſa- 


oh tion of the Sacraments, are a ſure, token that 

1gh wherever we are in Communion where theſe are 
found, we may continue in, and adhere to it, al- 

les) 9. ; 

nd though it may abound with ſome Faults and Cor- 


* ruptions. Quyinetiam poterit vel in Dottring, vel 
the © in Sacramentorum Adminiſtratione quid piam vitii 
48 F C2 obrepere, 
, a ; | 
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obrepere, quod alienare, nos ab ejus Communione 


nos debet. For there may be ( adds he) ſome- 


thing faulty in the Doctrine, or in the Admini. 
« ſtration of the Sacraments, which ought not to 


© cauſe in us a Separation from the Church : Where- 
fore do not let us depart from the Communion of 


the Church, nor diſturb the Peace and Diſcipline 
of it when orderly diſpos'd. FAY 


This is his Determination in the point, and there 
is a great deal more to the ſame purpoſe. 

I have recited the Words of this great Champion 
of the Diſſenters Cauſe, becauſe he is of fo much 
Authority with them. And now let any one Ex- 
amine the Doctiine and Diſcipline of our Church, 
and fee whether he can charge us with the want of 


any thing neceſſary to Salvation, or that the Terms 
of our Communion are Unlawful: If neither of 


which can be made out againſt us, I don't ſee how 
the Separation of our Diſſenters can be juſtified, ac- 


cording to the Principles laid down by Mr. Calvin. 


But to bring his Opinion down more particularly 
to the difference between us, and the Presbyterians 


and Independants ; not to mention the ſwarm of 


Sectaries which the late unhappy times either gave 
birth to or reviv'd,the great Point between us and " ah 
is the Order and Government of Epiſcopacy : This 
has been decried by them as Popiſh and Antichriſtian, 
and the moſt ſcandalous and invidious names that 
could be invented faſtned on it; but with how little 
ground I could prove from the Authority of the 
Ancient Fathers, and the practice of the Univerſal 
Church for 1500 Years: But this would take up 

| too 
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too much time, and therefore in the room of it, 1 
ſhall give you the Senſe and Opinion of ſome, 6f 
the moſt learned Reformers abroad: Such as Me- 
lanFhon, Buſer and others, among whom was alſo 
Mr. Calvin, who met at Worms and Ratisbon, to 
reconcile ſome Differences between the Proteſtants : 
One of which was about Epiſcopacy. They declared 
their Judgments of this matter thus : 


* 


That all things might be done orderly in the 
* Church, according to St. Paul's Rule, Qc. For 
* the avoiding of Schiſm there was a profitable Or- 
* dination, that a Biſhop ſhould be choſen out of 
many Prieſts, who ſhould Rule the Church, by 
teaching the Goſpel, and by n of Diſci- 


C : 1 
| pline. ela: n 1” * 

* And this was fo much the Opinion of our Great p. 4 les 
* and Excellent Calvin, that in his Treatiſe of the Letter at the 
Neceſſity of the Reformation, he makes no diffi- —— 
culty to ſay; That if there ſhould be any fo unrea- Llnreatomable-- 
© ſonable as to refuſe the Communion of a Church neſs of Sepa+ 
© that was pure in its Worſhip and Doctrine, and * 
not to ſubmit himſelf with reſpe& to its Govern- 
© ment under pretence that it had retain'd an Epiſco- 
* pacy qualified as yours is; there would be no Cen- 
* ſure nor Rigour of Diſcipline that ought not to be 


* exerciſed upon them. 


And to give you the Senſe of another Eminent 
Divine of the ſame Perſwaſion, Mounſieur Claude, 
who in a Letter of his to a Biſhop of our Church, 
declaring his Opinion againſt Separation, which the 

Indepen-- 
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Independants and Presbyterians made from our Church, 
ſays, © | ſhall not be afraid to give that Name (which 
*was a hard one) to the holdiog of Aſſemblies apart, 
and ſeparating from the publick Aſſemblies, and with- 
drawing themſelves from under your Government: 
There is no Man that does not ſee, that this would 
be real Schiſm, which in its (elf, and of its own na- 
© ture Eannot chuſe but be always odious to God and 
© Men : And of which the Authors and Patrons, can- 
not avoid the rendring an Account, before the Dread- 
ful Tribunal of our common Maſter. . 

To give you further the Senſe of one of our Mo- 
dern Diſſenters, and one of the greateſt Authority 


among them: Namely Mr. Baxter; who ſays, 


© That Schiſm is a Sin againſt ſo many, and clear, 
and vehement words of the Holy Ghoſts, that it is 
* uttefly without excuſe; Whoredoms, and Treaſon, 
and Perjury, are not oftner forbidden in the Gol: 
pel than this; that it is contrary to the very deſign 
of Chriſt in our Redemption, which was to re- 
concile us all to God, and to Unite and Centre us 
„„ : 


A = 


| Theſe are I own ſharp reprehenſions, for ſepara- 
ting from the Church, we Lawfully may and ought 
to hold Communion with: But they are much the 
ſharper, for coming from thoſe, for whoſe Opinion 
in other matters, our Diſſenters have ſo great a value 


But becauſe theſe are ſingle Teſtimonies, let us 
hear the Opinion of the Aſſembly of Divines, as to 
the reaſonableneſs of Uniformity in Church Worſhip. 

: | > "mae 
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for theſe two things: 


Firſt, For refuſing Communion with thoſe Churches 
which they confeſſed to be true Churches, for ſay the 
Members of the Aſſembly, Thus to depart from true 
Churches, is not to hold Communion with them as ſuch, 


Fo rather by departing to declare them not to be 
uch. : = 


Secondly, For ſetting up different Congregations, 
where they confeſſed there was an agreement in Do- 
ctrine. 8 | 


Thus we ſee by them, Uniformity is a neceſſary 
thing for the Peace and Unity of the Church, but it 
is not to be ſet up, till they have got the power into 
their hands. 

I wiſh all of them would lay aſide their prejudices, 


and conſider the Sin -and Miſchief of breaking the 
Unity of the Church, when God ſo ſtrictly Com- 


mands, and the Wiſeſt and moſt Sober Chriſtians, 
have in all Ages ſhown the tendereſt regard to it. 
The Second Reaſon I mention'd tor ſuch an Union, 
as I have been ſpeaking ot, is, that nothing does more 
promote the Good and Welfare of Religion. 


And that theſe two ways; Firſt, By encreaſing 
the number of Votaries to it. | 


And, Secondly, By making thoſe who are wit hin 
the Church better Chriſtians. * | 


hy” 
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The Independants were charg d by them with Schiſm, 
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As to the Firſt, Nothing has been thought to be 
a greater hindrance to the ſpreading of the Goſpel, 
and the keeping out Jews, Turks, and Heat hem, from 
coming into the Church , then the Heats and Di- 
viſions of Chriſtians: They are apt to think, that 
this can't. be the true Religion, and the Goſpel of 
Peace as it profeſſeth, when they ſee and hear of 
fuch Heats and Animoſities, ſuch Diviſions and Sub- 
diviſions maintain'd and kept up in it. This is in its 
ſelf no good Objection againſt Chriſtianity, for the 
Apoſtle has foretold that there will be Herefies and 
Schiſms; but it muſt be own'd, that it gives a great 
Scandal and Offence to by · ſtanders, and lays a mighty 
ſtumbling block in the way of thoſe, who could 
they ſee an Unity of Worſhip and Affection among 
us, might be more eaſily prevaild on to join with 
us. And therefore every one ſhould be throughly 
convinc'd of the Sinfulneſs of communicating with 


the Church he belongs to, before he venters to ſe- 


parate from it; leaſt he be found guilty of giving that 
Scandal and Offence, I before mention'd, and there- 
by hinder the entrance of ſome into the Sheeptold of 
Chriſt Jeſus. ot Fil | 

And as Schiſms and Diviſſons in the Church, are a 
great occaſion of keeping out many from entring 
into it: So alſo are they no leſs hindrances of the 
good effects, which the Goſpel ought to have upon 
the Lives of thoſe who are within: Eſpecially, with 


reſpect to thoſe grand duties of Chriſtianity, Love 


and good Will to one another. 4 
This is apparent to common obſervation, That 
nothing does more ſtrongly Cement᷑ Men in Love and 
Friendſhip, then agreement in Faith and Worſhip; 
; as 


— 
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as may eaſily appear in thoſe ſeveral Sets and par- 
ties, Which the Church of Chriſt is divided into : 
For how cloſely do we fee the ſeveral Members of 
each Party, United to one another, as if one com- 
mon Soul, as well as common Intereſt, aQuated them 
all. How happy would it then be for the Church, 
ad how far would it extend the Territories of it, 
if we would all agree in one Faith and Worſhip, 
if we would Glorifte God with one Mouth, and with 
one Mind : How would Love and good Will run 
through all its Members, and the whole Church 
become one great Body, Animated by the Bleſſed 
Spirit. ANN £21.53. 6722 * 
Wers on the contrary, how ſad and diſmal are 
the effects of Schiſms and Diviſions? Eating up 
the Peace and Tranquility of Men's Minds: By 
riſing Paſſions, enflaming Anger, and too to often 
ſetling in Malice and Revenge: A temper the moſt 
contrary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, whoſe whole 
Air and Complexion is Love and Peace. The Pri- 
mitive Fathers were ſo ſenſible of the Sin and miſ- 


ly any Sin whatſoever, which they ſo much inveigh 
2painſt. This Senſe the greateſt and moſt Eminent 
Men of our Church have had of it; and what the 
Opinion of thoſe who diſſented from us was, I have 
before related to you, 


Seeing then Separations and Diviſions, are of ſuch 
ill effects, and in their own nature the Parents of 
t many and great Sins: It is the Duty of every one 
d Nl of us, and at this time more eſpecially, to ſhun and 
; WW avoid them; and to lay ** utmoſt endeavours, 

| to 


chievous conſequences of Schiſm, that there's hard- 


* 
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to heal and repair thoſe Breaches, which are made 


both in the Church and State. 


Which brings me in the Third and Laſt place, 
Humbly to offer ſome Advice, in order to eſtabliſh 
thoſe who are in the Unity of the Church, and ta 
7 back thoſe who are guilty of. the breach 
Q it, | ? Rm ; | * 

The times we live in abound with variety of 
Sects and Parties of Religion: And the relaxation 
of Diſcipline, ſetting looſe the Rains to unſteady 
Minds, renders them (if they have not a great 
care) too eaſie a Prey to ſubtle and feducing ber- 
ſons of all Perſwaſions: Who to be ſure never will 


be wanting, where there is ſo fair a proſpect of 


gaining, Canverts to their fide. And when they 
are thus diligent, to draw off the Members of our 
Communion, for. both Papiſts and Sectaries are ſo, 
we: ought to be armed and prepar'd agzinſt them. 

To which purpoſe. there can be no betfer Advice, 
then what the Apoſtle gave in the ſame Calc: 
Where ſpeaking of the Unity of the Church, and 
of the Obligations we have to uphold, and keep it; 
lays in this Rule as a good caution, That wes ſhould 
he no more Children, toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of Doctrine, by the ſleight of 
Men, and cunning craftineſs whereby, they. lie in wait 


to deceive. If any one ſhould object, this directi- 


on ok; the Apoſtle's ſeems to reſtrain, what he ad- 
viſes in another place, where he bids us to prove 
all things, and ta hold. faſt that which is good, 
Which fcems to allow of enquiring into the Do- 
Arines and. Worſhip of thoſe who differ from 1 
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[ Anſwer, That our Church does not require an Im- 
plicit Faith, or a blind Obedience, from thoſe who 
are of its Communion: Nor is it afraid, to have 
its Doctrines and Diſcipline laid open to the World: 
So far from it, that it deſires and heartily wiſhes, 
that the whole ſtate of the Caſe, between us and 
thoſe who Diſſent from us, may be examin'd fairly 
and without prejudice. Only this may reaſonably 
be expected from all its Members, and a regard to 
our own. Security ſhould put us upon it: That we 
would not ſuffer any Worldly Intereſt to biaſs our 
judgment, any tuchy humour to work upon us, 
nor any thing indeed but a firm perſwaſion of the 
ſinfulneſs of continuing in our Communion to draw 
us off from it ; and laſtly that we would always conſult 
with our Spiritual Guides, (who are appointed by 
God to watch over our Souls) before we leave the 
Church we are Baptiz'd and brought up in: Ever 
praying to God to aſſiſt us with his Grace, and to 
direct and keep us ia the true Faith and Worſhip 
of him. Thoſe who ſincerely endeavour, by all 
theſe means to ſerve God in the moſt acceptable 
manner, but cannot get over ſome Errors in their 
Judgment, or prejudices of their Education; we 
ought to entertain good Thoughts of, and to uſe 
them with tenderneſs and Affection. 

But I believe, had all theſe directions been obſer- 
ved, and I can't ſee which of them can juſtifiably 
be left out; we ſhould not have had ſo many de- 
parted from the Communion of our Church. And 
therefore I moſt earneſtly defire, that we would 
all firmly impt int in our Minds, how great a ſtreſs 


is laid in the Scriptures (which is the Word) upon 


D > „Keeping 
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that we would take this along with it, that nothing 


but againſt their Conſcience: (which I own, if due 


bers of the State, then of the Church. And there- 
the Churches Peace: And that they would not con- 
it, which l'm afraid are much wid'ned, by that ad- 


dition to our ſeparate Meetings, which is made by 
_ thoſe who- own they can, and. that Lawfully too, 


join in our Communion. k 


— 


keeping the peace and Unity of the Church. And 


but its terms being ſinful and unlawful, can warrant 
a Separation from it. va 

And becauſe the Peace and Union of the Church, 
is of ſo great Confideration, and our weliare in this 
Life, and that which is to come, ſo much depend. 
ing on it: 1 heartily wiſh, that thoſe who havt 
actually joined in our Communion in all the acts of 
Worſhip, even kneeling at the Sacrament : (which 
is very much ſerupled by ſome) would continue con- 
ſtantly to do it. Theſe cannot alledge tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, becauſe what they once did, upon ſeri- 
ous Thoughts, they may do the ſame agen, while 
the ſame Thoughts remain upon them. Some I 
know plead a Nectflity for their Separation, becauſe 
they ſay they cannot hold Communion with us, 


care be made uſe of to be rightly inform'd) is God's 
Vicegerent, and great regard is to be had unto it ; but 
then they muſt take care, as I have ſaid before, to uſe 
all endeavours to be rightly informed: of their Duty, 
But as for thoſe who upon ſome State Preferment, or 
profitable Place, have communicated with us: No 

ch neceſſity of going off agen can be pleaded by 
them: For they. ſeem by ſo doing, to be rather Mem- 


fore I heartily recommend to ſuch, a tenderneſs for 


tribute any thing to the enlarging the breaches of 
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I wiſhalſo that our Oiſſenters of all ſorts, but eſj pe 
cially thoſe who are the moſt prevailing Parties of 
them. Would conſider what dreadtul Calamities have 
befallen this Kingdom, both in Church and State, 
upon the account of the unhappy Diviſions and Sepa- 
rations, which have been among us: I would recite 
over to you ſome of the particulars, in, and fince the 
late unhappy Times, which may juſtly be laid at that 
door: But that my Deſign and Deſire is, to heal, and 
not to fret old Sores; and if I ſhould mention them, 
it would be to no other purpoſe, than to awaken our 
prudent Caution, in preventing the like Calamities for 
the future. For there being ſome of that Leaven till 
in the Land, which a kind Indulgence has cheriſh'd 
to a formidable Power, the Wiſdom of the Serpent can 
never be blamed in us, ſo long as we obſerve the o- 
ther part, of being as harmleſs as Doves. Charity 
and foreſight are very conſiſtent with a Chriſtian's. 
Character. So that our Prudence, and ſomething 
elſe, will be call'd in queſtion; if we ſuffer, and much 
more if we afliſt thoſe, who have always ſhown a 
Diſpoſition to undermine our Church, to pet ſo 
much power as to be able to effect it. 

But let all our Zeal be tempered with Charity, for: 
where that is wanting, the Spirit and Life of Chri- 
ſtianity is gone alſo. Let us carry a condeſcending: 
temper towards all Men, even to thoſe Who * a 
differ from us: That they may ſee tis their Errors, 


not their Perſons which our quarrel is againſt. Let 


all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Clamour, ad Evil: 
ſpeaking be laid afide ; for tis high time for us all to 
lay by all heats and Animoſities, to conſider what 
have been the effects of our Diviſions, and that 
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the ſame Cauſes will produce the fame ſad Effects 


agen. We ſhould all conſider and that ſeriouſly too, 


| what formidable Enemies abroad; are undermining 


both our- Church and State: And withal think of 
what our Saviour ſays, That 4 Kingdom divided a- 


gainſt its ſelf cannot ſtand. And Loould ſhew upon 


good Authority, that the Emiſſaries of a Foreign 
Church, were here in-the-late unhappy Times, under 
the diſguiſe of. Proteſtant Diſſenters: Enflamiag them 
againſt our Church, in order to make their Conqueſt 
over both of us the eaſier. One thing more I ſhall 
recommend to thoſe of . our Communion, and which 
is ſo material, that for the ſake of it, the Church its 
ſelf was founded: And that is, that we would lead 


Good and Vertuous Lives, in all manner of Holy 
Converſation; that we would walk worthy. of ſo 


high a Calling as Chriſtianity is, and of ſo ſound a 


part of the Catholick Church as we are Members of; 


this we muſt do for our own fakes, as we intend to 


be partakers of the Benefits of the Goſpel; and as 


we would win over thoſe who diſſent from us; 
for there's no Argument more popular and forcing, 


then a Good and Vertuous Life. Indeed ſome who 
ſeparate from us, have e as a reaſon of it, 
the wicked Lives of ſome o 


our Members: For 
which they have neither Reaſon nor Authority; for 


as to the Fact, I believe a Scrutiny would make 


them equally Criminal; and for the Authority upon 
ſuch a pretence, our Saviour ſeems to be againſt it: 
For when he was ask d whither the Tares ſhould be 
ſeparated from the Wheat, he gave his Judgment a- 
gainſt it, and order'd that they ſhould both grow 
up together till the Harveſt : Intimating thereby, 

That 
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That he would not have Men too pry ing, and inqui- 
fitive into the Lives of others; but to take care and 
mend their own: And leave that to the Searcher of 
Hearts, who iadeed is the only proper Perſon to 
manage this affair, h 
However, Let us for the honour of our Religion, 
endeavour to take off all manner of Imputation of 
this nature: And to adorn by our good Lives and 
Converſations, the Purity of that Church, which tis 
our Happineſs to be born and bredup in; for we muſt 
all own that others being as wicked as our ſelves, will 
never Juſtifie us in any Evil Courſes. 
No that this may be the daily Care and Study of 
all of us, and eſpecially of thoſe whole Stations give 
a greater luſtre to Religious Actions; Let us Pray in 
the Words of our Church for this Day. 


O Lord, we beſeech thee mercifully to 0 the Prayers 
of this. People which call upon thee, and Grant that 


they may perceive and know what things they ought 


to do, and alſo may have Grace and Power faithfully 


zo fulfil the ſame, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


To-whom with the Holy Three Perſons, and one- 
God ; be aſcrib'd all Honour, Power and Dominion, 


henceforth. and for ever more. Amen. 


